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Local remodeling profession-
als recently took a day out of
their lives to give something
back to the community.

With tool belts fastened tightly
around their waists, a group of
more than 50 remodelers —
members of the Greater Hous-
ton Builders Assocation’s Re-
modelors Council — volunteered
their time and services to sev-
eral Catholic Charities projects.

In their regular jobs, these pro-
fessionals remodgl l:ibchens,pen-
ﬁeﬁofanﬁly rooms, add extra

ms and bathrooms, and

many more projects for Houston
area homeowners.

But Nov. 15, the members of
the Remodelors Council provid-
ed labor and materials for the
charities involving the Villas of
Guadalupe at 326 Jensen Drive.

“We got a lot done, but I
wouldn’t call it work,” said Bob
Birner of Amazing Siding,
spokesman for the Remodelors

Council. “It felt really good to do
something to help someone else,
something to a difference.

“We built a 20-by-20-foot cover
for trucks that come and bring
in 15,000 pounds of food every
day for the h . Their trucks
bring the food in for distribution,
and if it rains, the food gets wet
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Bill Shaw of Wm. Shaw and Associates Inc. and Kenneth Cha-
ranza of Charanza Contracting teamed up on the project.

and a lot of it is ruined.

“We also constructed a wall in
placeofapartitionforfacubicle
to allow more privacy for many
of the workers. We put in cabi-
nets in the lunchroom and did
some plumbing, supplying a sink
and faucet,” Birner said.

The kitchen was updated so
that staff members could pre-
pare food for themselves.

“We also installed a window so
that people could see into the
room hand clients so they
wouldn’t walk in blind to a g)o £
tially dangerous situation,”
Birner said. “Our public rela-
tions person, Kenneth C

ut the whole thing tog:sther. He

id a great juh. He deserves a
lot of credit.

The council participates in one
charitable pruﬁct each year.
This year Catholic Charities was
the recipient.

Catholic Charities provides
services to those in need, with-
out regard to race, religion or
socio-economic status. Services
include adoghti;i'lél, fchlster care,

couns and programs
for the elderly, refugees, immi-
grants and those affected by dev-
astating illnesses.

The Remodelors Council proj-
ects were completed in one day.
Materials were donated from
companies in the industry.

“We tr%eto choose a project
that can be completed in about
one .’ said Birner. “We like
to be letodoacoupleoflt) j-
ects in a day, and if we do it for
one organization it seems to
work better. Itisatﬁreattimeto

er

get to work with o e in
our profession instead ogebﬁg}!mg
against them. It brings us all to-
gether for a good day’s work.
“It was really incredible. It
took a few hours out of our lives
and made a lasting difference.”
Birner said he is looking for-
ward to next year’s project and
wishes there were more oppor-
tunities to help the community.
“We are all lucky and althou%:
we do provide a service, it fee
guod to give something back to
he community,” he said. “I
would like for us to do it twice
a year starting next year.”
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GHBA'’s Remodelors Council
members aid local charities




